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President’s Offices Issues Statement on Cabinet 
Meeting 


MB2809142594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1345 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Statement issued by the Office of the President on the 
SAPA PR Wire Service on 28 September] 


[Text] After receiving a report from the minister of posts, 
telecommunications and broadcasting, Dr. Z. Pallo 
Jordan, at its meeting today, the cabinet discussed the 
incident that occurred last Sunday, 25 September at the 
SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] studio 
in Durban, involving the minister of home affairs, Dr. 
M.G. Buthelezi. Dr. Buthelezi also provided an explana- 
tion to the cabinet. 


The cabinet resolved that this action constituted a 
serious violation of the right to freedom of speech and of 
freedom of the press. It also posed a threat to the safety 
and security of citizens. 


It was therefore a direct challenge to the very constitu- 
tion which all ministers of the government are sworn to 
protect and respect. 


Accordingly, the cabinet passed a motion of severe 
censure on Dr. Buthelezi for conduct inimical to good 
government and the protection of fundamental! human 
rights. 

Dr. Buthelezi offered an unconditional apology to the 
cabinet, and conveyed his intention to do so personally 
to the nation as a whole. 


The cabinet accepted the minister’s apology. 


The cabinet unanimously reiterated its commitment to 
the values and principles in our constitution and, in 
particular, to the right to freedom of speech and freedom 
of the press. 


Minister Announces Reduction in Fuel Price 


MB2909090094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0840 
GMT 29 Sep 94 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 29 SAPA—The price of petrol will 
cost six cents a litre less from 5 October, Mineral and 
Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha announced on 
Thursday [29 September]. The diesel price will be low- 
ered by two cents a litre at the same time, just after 
midnight on 5 October. The price of paraffin will not 
change. 


Mr. Botha also announced the introduction of an interim 
pricing mechanism which would allow for “regular and 
automatic adjustment of prices.” In terms of the new 
arrangement, the petrol price will be adjusted on a 
monthly basis on the first Wednesday of every month. 


Country To Sell Half Its Strategic Crude Oil 
Stock 


MB2909093594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0925 
GMT 29 Sep 94 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 29 SAPA—South Africa will sell off 
about half its strategic crude oil stock to reduce the 
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supply from seven and a half months to four months, 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha 
announced on Thursday [29 September]. 


The sale could realise funds of about R1.5 billion [rands] 
for the treasury. The government was also investigating 
upgrading and leasing its modern crude oil storage 
facilities at Saldanha in the Cape to international clients. 
If successful, the arrangement could allow the govern- 
ment to further reduce the supply of crude oil kept in 
reserve from four months to about two months, Mr 
Botha said. 


Funds generated by the sale of the strategic supplies 
would be made available to the Department of Finance. 
It would be free to allocate them to the government’s 
Reconstruction and Development Programme. “The 
sales will be carried out in close consultation with the 
Department of Finance and in a way which will not force 
the Strategic Fuel Fund Association to sell under pres- 
sure at reduced prices. Due cognisance will also be taken 
of crude oil prices and the cash requirements of govern- 
ment,” Mr. Botha said in a statement released at a media 
conference in Pretoria. 


Poll Shows Improvement in Consumer Confidence 


MB2709202394 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 27 Sep 94 p 3 


[Text] Consumer confidence improved in the third 
quarter compared with a decline in the second quarter, 
with confidence levels among blacks the highest yet 
recorded, a Stellenbosch-based Bureau of Economic 
Research (BER) survey shows. 


In the survey 4,351 households were questioned from 19 
July to 14 August. Although whites’ confidence increased 
in the third quarter, they were still relatively pessimistic. 


Blacks were more optimistic in the third quarter than in 
the second quarter, with the level of confidence the 
highest recorded by the BER. The confidence of coloured 
and Indian turned around from pessimistic in the pre- 
vious survey to optimist in the latest one. 


The composite consumer confidence had displayed an 
upward trend since the first quarter of 1993, when it 
reached its bottom. The index reached its highest level 
yet in the third quarter, indicating that confidence 
appeared to be concurring with the business cycle. 


The BER said the rise in consumer confidence was 
related to the first representative government taking 
power, the euphoria after the election and restoration of 
dignity. 

The widely publicised economic policy objectives, the 
RDP and widely talked about economic upturn, created 
the impression that the economy would perform better 
and that this would result in an improvement in the 
financial position of households. The reduction of vio- 
lence also improved confidence. 
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The BER said the rise in confidence indicated that 
consumers were more willing to buy than before. How- 
ever, a rise in consumer confidence wouid only result in 
an upsurge in consumer spending and retail sales if the 
financial position of consumers also improved. 


Since it was unlikely that the financial position of 
consumers would improve significantly during the next 
six months, consumer spending and retails sales would 
remain constant, the BER said. 


About 65 percent of those surveyed reported an expected 
improvement in the economy during the next 12 
months. Thirty-four percent believed the economy 
would deteriorate. In the previous survey, 55 percent 
believed it would improve and 41 percent that it would 
deteriorate. 


Eight-one percent of blacks surveyed reported an 
expected improvement in the economic performance 
compared with 43 percent of whites. Of low income 
earners surveyed, 71 percent believed the economy 
would improve over the next 12 months. 


The high level of overall consumer confidence was 
reflected in the fact that consumers were optimistic 
about purchasing domestic appliances, which was a rare 
occurrence, the BER said. Among reasons for this was 
the prospect of economic benefits from the reconstruc- 
tion and development programme. 


Five Killed in Separate Incidents in 
KwaZulu/Natal 


MB2709135594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1044 
GMT 27 Sep 94 


[Text] Durban Sept 27 SAPA—A taxi driver and four 
other people were killed in separate incidents in Kwa- 
Zulu/Natal on Monday [26 September], SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reported 
on Tuesday. 


The taxi driver was attacked while travelling at Umhlali 
near Port Zimbali in Northern KwaZulu/Natal. His 
body was found dumped in a bush. Another incident 
involved the killing of a man at Isipingo, south of 
Durban. A man has been arrested in connection with the 
killing. Two other people were killed in separate inci- 
dents at Port Shepstone. A man was shot dead while 
camping with friends at Margate, and police also found 
the body of a man with stab wounds at Presford Farm 
near Port Shepstone. 


ANC Role in KwaZulu/Natal Violence Questioned 


MB2709165294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1246 
GMT 27 Sep 94 


[Text] Ulundi Sept 27 SAPA—An Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP] politician in KwaZulu/Natal on Tuesday [27 
September] questioned whether the African National 
Congress had singled the province out for ongoing vio- 
lence because it wasn’t the government of the region. 
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Addressing the provincial legislature in Ulundi, MPL 
[member of the Provincial Legislature] Arthur 
Konigkramer (IFP) asked: “Is it not for nothing our 
province has been singled out... Because our friends 
opposite us (the ANC) are not the government of this 
province?” 


Addressing the snap debate on violence, ANC MPL and 
chairman of the multi-party Security Committee, Bheki 
Cele, said: ““We rededicate ourselves to work with every- 
body so that peace prevails in this province”. He said 
there were members in the IFP that the ANC worked 
with daily to “curb the cancer that is affecting this 
province.” 


Hugh Lee (IFP) said there was a reign of “violence and 
terror” in some areas of the province. He said in some, 
around Eshowe on the North Coast, “‘gun battles rage 
nightly,” and gang rape, ambushes, hijackings and arson 
were frequent occurrences. “The net result of this terror 
is the tragic number of children without parents, houses, 
or food.’ He said the people of KwaZulu/Natal were 
“sick and tired of the violence.” He said if the regional 
government failed to address the issue urgently, MPLs 
had no right to claim the generous salaries they did. 


Democratic Party MPL Roger Burrows questioned why 
the violence hadn’t stopped after elections. “Is it based 
on deprivation or in clashes between the two leading 
political parties?” Mr. Burrows said there presently 560 
unsolved murder dockets in the province, which was an 
“incredible” amount. 


The Human Rights Committee says over 2,000 people 
were killed in political violence in KwaZulu/Natal last 
year. Since the April election an average of about 80 have 
been killed each month. 


‘Overkill’ on Buthelezi Incident Criticized 


MB2809210494 Johannesburg SAPA in Erglish 2026 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Durban Sept 28 SAPA—Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP] Secretary General Ziba Jiyane on Wednesday 
slammed what he called “overkill” on the issue of IFP 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s disruption of the SABC’s 
[South African Broadcasting Corporation] Durban 
studio on Sunday. 


In a statement he said: “All fair minded people realise 
that the media handling of this is certainly an overkill. 
But the most disturbing aspect of this whole thing is the 
destructive self-fulfilling prophesies suggesting that this 
matter could resuit in the collapse of the government of 
national unity [GNU].” 


Dr. Jiyane said the same fuss was made over predictions 
of violence during Shaka Day celebrations at the 
weekend, which didn’t materialise. ‘““The responsible 
manner in which Mr. Buthelezi led the Zulu nation 
through the Shaka celebrations is typical of his construc- 
tive leadership. 
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“In the GNU, Mr. Buthelezi and the IFP have ai all 
times conducted themselves very constructively... To 
now suggest one unfortunate development, never 
intended by Mr. Buthelezi, could threaten the GNU isa 
grave injustice to the IFP and its leader,” he said. Dr. 
Jiyane said as in the past all prophecies of the IFP’s 
doom “come to nothing”. “No amount of Buthelezi- 
bashing can destroy a power for good the IFP is,” he 
said. 


Zulu King Reportedly in Eastern Transvaal 


MB2809142394 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
28 Sep 94 pl 


[Report by Clyde Johnson] 


[Text] Nelspruit—Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini, 
whose whereabouts has been a mystery since he was 
evacuated by the SA National Defence Force [SANDF] 
from his palace in Nongoma, KwaZulu/Natal, last week, 
has been traced to Eastern Transvaal. Eastern Transvaal 
Premier Mathews Phosa confirmed yesterday that Zwe- 
lithini was “‘somewhere in the Lowveld.” 


But nobody knows, or is prepared to say, where he is 
spending a restful time after the row over Shaka Day 
celebrations, which the king cancelled but Inkatha 
Freedom Party members observed. 


Phosa said yesterday he was aware that Zwelithini had 
arrived in Eastern Transvaal last weekend. But he 
stressed that no formal meeting had been arranged. “His 
Majesty—like any tourist—is entitled to go wherever he 
wants... and I respect his privacy.” 


Should the king at any time wish to see him, he would be 
delighted to oblige, he said. SANDF spokesmen said they 
were unaware of rumours that the king had been flown to 
the Lowveld in an SA Air Force helicopter. 


Prince Zulu Denies Appointed Zulu King’s Prime 
Minister 


MB2909092494 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2258 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Durban Sept 28 SAPA—Zulu Prince Mewayizeni 
Zulu on Wednesday [28 September] claimed Minister of 
Home Affairs Mangosuthu Buthelezi had oppressed the 
royal family during his term as chief minister of the 
defunct KwaZulu government. 


He told a South African Broadcasting Coproration 
reporter in Durban he had felt compelled to resign from 
the KwaZulu government because he believed it was 
wrong for royal matters to be discussed in the former 
homeland’s legislature. 


Prince Mcwayizeni said the royal family had not been 
obliged to consult Mr Buthelezi or any other tribal chief 
about the recent formation of an interim committee to 
advise Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini. He denied 
reports he had been appointed as the king’s traditional 
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prime minister, to replace Mr Buthelezi. He said his 
appointment to that position w ould amount to a demo- 
tion because his present position as a senior prince was 
superior. 


Country’s Defense Budget, Military Capability 
Viewed 

MB2809203894 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1730 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Report by CCV TV announcer Wandile Zote in the 
Johannesburg SABC studio on the “Newsline” program; 
passages in quotation marks recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Zote] The recent increase in the defense 
budget from last year’s 10.5 billion rands to 12 billion 
rands this year has raised many eyebrows when the 
country is faced with pressing social needs. On the other 
hand, the Department of Defense argues that the 
increase was necessary in the light of the integration of 
the Armed Forces. ““Newsline’’ looks at the argument 
which at some stage threatened to split the government 
of national unity. [passage omitted] 


Although South Africa’s military spending has been 
reduced by 44 percent in real terms since 1989, there is 
a feeling that further cutbacks are still necessary. Mea- 
sured against a percentage of the state budget and the 
gross domestic product, the defense budget has 
decreased from 15.7 percent and 4.3 percent, respec- 
tively, in 1989 to 8.2 percent and 2.6 percent in 1993. In 
an African context, these percentages are very low, with 
Angola still the biggest military spender. 


[Military analyst Laurie Nathan] “The fact of the matter 
is that, for the foreseeable future, there are no conceiv- 
able external military threats to this country. We are in 
post-war, post-Cold War, and post-apartheid—a stra- 
tegic environment where neighboring states that were 
previously enemies are now allies. In addition, South 
Africa has a military capacity that is way in excess of that 
of our neighboring states combined. So, in a situation 
where there is no conventional military threat, we need 
to engage in substantial downsizing.” 


[Deputy Defense Minister Ronnie Kasrils, in progress] 
‘although none of our neighbors could remotely chal- 
lenge the power of South Africa, and, fortunately, now in 
the post-apartheid era we are at peace with our neigh- 
boring governments. This doesn’t mean that there is no 
threat which arises out of the instability of this region, 
and, of course, there is a major war taking place in 
nearby Angola. Mozambique is by no means past the 
problem area and factors. Who knows whether a war or 
further chaos, instability might not arise again there? 
We've got to be careful and cautious.” 


{Zote] South Africa is overarmed in the regional context, 
because none of the countries in southern Africa is 
capable of posing a military threat to this country. The 
potential, in fact, exists for a big level of political, 
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diplomatic, and security cooperation in the post- 
apartheid southern Africa. Disarmament in South Africa 
would facilitate disarmament throughout the subconti- 
nent, thereby releasing resources for development. 


Reductions in military spending will help free funds 
needed to meet popular expectations of improved living 
standards. Failure to meet the deprivations of South 
Africa’s black communities will increase conflict and 
violence. Those arguing against any further reductions in 
military spending argue that the National Defense Force 
is no longer able to maintain military equipment. The 
country has also been forced to cut back on the manu- 
facture of tanks, armored vehicles, and artillery pieces. 
The Air Force’s capability has been reduced substan- 
tially from a peak of 781 aircraft and by the year 2000 
will have only 390. 


On the other hand, the Navy cannot buy what it needs to 
defend the coastline. Recently, Defense Minister Joe 
Modise told parliament, and I quote: We cannot hope to 
achieve an effective defense capability if the defense 
budget experiences further cuts. The National Defense 
Force already has to rely on some outdated systems, and 
these will have to be replaced—unquote. 


[Military analyst Jakkie Cilliers] “‘Although we have 
been cutting defense expenditure, there’s very little room 
left for further massive cuts. What must happen now is 
we must probably embark upon a detailed review of our 
armed forces to find out where we can cut the little bit of 
fat that is still left. Now this is something that Defense 
Minister Joe Modise has announced that will now occur 
under the parliamentary Defense Committee.” 


[Nathan] ‘““What we need is a thorough defense review. 
In other words, we need to be clear on defense policy, on 
the structure, posture, and doctrine of the Defense Force. 
We need to make decisions with regard to size and 
weaponry and equipment, accordingly. At the moment, 
and, if this is in the nature of the transition, many 
defense decision are being made on an ad hoc basis 
rather than in the context of new overarch in defense 
policy.” 


[Zote] The integration of the Armed Forces has been 
cited as the main reason for this year’s increase in the 
defense budget—from 10.5 billion rands last year to 12 
billion rands this year. Once the integration process 1s 
complete, the new National Defense Force will swell to a 
huge 130,000 soldiers. But this will later be reduced to 
about 90,000 men. This has led to a lot of controversy, as 
some skeptics are already saying rationalization will 
discriminate against members of the nonstatutory forces 
like MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe—Spear of the Nation; 
ANC military wing] and APLA [Azanian People’s Lib- 
eration Army]. 


[Military analyst Tshepe Motumi] “The process of ratio- 
nalization has to be very carefully handled, because, 
obviously, due to the previous legacy of apartheid and 
educational inequalities and other social inequalities, I 
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would venture to say that the majority of members of the 
national security forces may not necessarily be in the 
same educational qualifications and so on, and other 
qualifications as those from the statutory forces, and that 
may be used against them.” 


{Zote] Recently, the chief of the National Defense Force, 
General Georg Meiring, astounded those who are 
opposed to the expulsion of this country’s arms industry 
when he said the export of arms could be used to help 
finance the RDP [Reconstruction and Development 
Program]. This has raised the question of whether South 
Africa is ethically and morally justified in selling arms 
which can be used to kill or maim people in other 
countries. 


[Kasrils] “In the past, our country—and this is a matter, 
or ought to be a matter, of national shame—our country 
has contributed to the tragedy in Rwanda by selling arms 
to a repressive regime in that country. We have also sold 
arms to Iran and Iraq in a situation of intense regional 
conflict, and, therefore, directly or indirectly contributed 
to conflict in that part of the world. What we've got to be 
very, very careful about is to make sure that any weapons 
that we may export are not weapons of mass destruction 
and, to that end, we abide by United Nations’ agree- 
ments and that any weapons that we sell do not go to 
forces that are involved in suppressing their people, 
dictatorships, regimes, or governments that do not rec- 
ognize basic human rights of their people.” 


{Zote] “Over the past two decades, the growth of South 
Africa’s Defense Force and arms industry was largely 
due to Pretoria’s hostile relations with neighboring coun- 
tries. With the advent of democracy in South Africa, 
there is now potential for better regional cooperation, 
and substantial reductions in force levels and military 
spending. Wandile Zote in Newsline at the navai base in 
Simonstown.” 


Scuth African Press Review for 28 Sep 
MB28091 30394 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Advisability of Indemnity—‘“A cold shiver will have run 
down the collective spine of the nation at the announce- 
ment of a mass reprieve of murderers and of indemnity 
for more than 30 people,” declares a page 18 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 28 September. 
One of those to receive indemnity is Major-General 
Eddie Webb, who headed the former Civil Cooperation 
Bureau, CCB, a unit of the old South African Defense 
Force which was linked to political murders. In June a 
judge of the Namibian High Court said eight former 
CCB members were “prima facie accomplices to the 
killing of SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation] activist Anton Lubowski.” Therefore, the latest 
indemnity announcement “will hardly help in extra- 
diting the eight in the Lubowski case to face trial in 
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Windhoek. We have tampered with the natural course of 
justice in seeking a political accommodation in this 
country. The price for this is likely to prove very high 
indeed.” 


Buthelezi Split With Zulu King ‘Mortal Blow’—Allister 
Sparks writes in an article on the same page that Inkatha 
Freedom Party Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi “is a man in 
a frenzy.”’ He “knows that his split with King Goodwill 
Zwelithini is a mortal blow to his political ambitions, 
and he cannot handle that.” “The link with the mon- 
archy, and thus the all-important identification of 
Inkatha with the Zulu people, has been broken. That is 
what is driving Buthelezi wild.” Buthelezi is “desperate” 
because he has already lost the Zulu youth and the 
people of the cities of KwaZulu/Natal to the ANC. “His 
power base has shrunk to the tribal traditionalists in the 
heartland of rural KwaZulu—and now the defection of 
the king is striking at that.” It is the chiefs and headmen 
who “wield the real on-the-ground power of manipula- 
tive controls,” but they are also dependent on their 
““paymaster” which in the past was the KwaZulu govern- 
ment, and why “they and the king himself felt captive. 
Now the king is free, paid by the South African Govern- 
ment and protected by the SANDF [South African 
National Defense Force].”° Sparks wonders whether the 
same applies to the chiefs. “Who has the power to 
determine whether a chief's stipend is cut off or con- 
tinued? It is on such issues that the final battle for 
control of the traditionalist constituency will be decided. 
But even before there is a test case, or a new law, it seems 
clear that there is an erosion taking place among the 
amakhosi [chiefs].”’ “Is it the realisation of this that has 
sent Buthelezi over the edge?” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Rent, Service Charges Nonpayment—Payment arrcars 
and the culture of non-payment of township rent and 
service charges “are shaping up as a major problem for 
the government of national unity, and the Cabinet would 
be well advised to put its best brains to work on solving 
it,” advises a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 28 September. “In the vast 
majority of cases, transitional councils and central gov- 
ernment will never be able to extract arrears payments 
from defaulters. Someone will have to pay, most prob- 
ably the taxpayer."” BUSINESS DAY suggests the priva- 
tization of the Electricity Supply Commission, and 
linking the move to “empowerment of the poor and to a 
system of service subsidies that could be phased out and 
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normal payments phased in as the quality of township 
life becomes more acceptable. Linking upliftment and 
economic empowerment to a new spirit of civic respon- 
sibility might help achieve government's second, and 
arguably more difficult, aim of getting people to start 
paying for what they use.” 


SOWETAN 


Determine Lines of Command 1n National, Local Struc- 
tures—Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 28 Sep- 
tember in a page |2 editorial refers to local government 
Housing Minister Dan Mofokeng’s promise to coloreds 
that “‘they will be given properties free of charge,” and 
the subsequent confrontation with Housing Minister Joe 
Slovo over this issue. Slovo also had a “confrontation” 
with Premier Tokyo Sexwale over housing and it has 
“become clear that until lines of command between the 
national and local structures are finally determined, such 
embarrassing disagreements will continue.” 


BEELD 


RDP White Paper Looks ‘Good’—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 22 September says in a page 12 
editorial: “So far, the white paper on the Reconstruction 
and Development Program, RDP, can be said to look 
good. It does not answer all the questions, but neither 
does it try to be the final document. The broad approach 
seems right, with a healthy emphasis on economic 
growth and development, together with fiscal discipline 
and the realization that one must cut one’s coat to suit 
one’s cloth. Economic growth and development boils 
down to the creation of wealth.” “The most difficult 
thing about implementing the RDP will probably be the 
proposed transformation of the government at all levels 
in order to make money available for the program.” 


Education Policy Document—The education policy doc- 
ument is “vague and confusing,” notes a page 6 editorial 
in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 26 September. 
It would appear as if the central government “wants to 
hold on too tightly onto the education reigns of the new 
education dispensation in which 14 ethnic education 
departments have to be reduced to nine provincial 
departments.” Another aspect which causes concern are 
the “financial implications.” “It would be foolish to also 
build up expectations in the education field which will 
not be able to be met due to a lack of funds.” “The merit 
of the document apparently lies in the fact that, despite 
its vagueness, it is the latest indication of the direction of 
thinking as regards a new education dispensation.” 
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Angola 


Government, UNITA Continue Talks on Military 
Issues 


MB2809200394 Luanda Radio Nacionai Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Report by correspondent Alves Antonio in Lusaka] 


[Text] The government and National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] surprised 
everyone today when they decided to postpone the 
conclusion of talks on the mechanism that will replace 
the Joint Political and Military Commission [CCPM]— 
namely, the agenda item on the name of the new mech- 
anism and how it will be regulated. The delay will also 
permit for the two sides to consider the proposals on this 
issue made by the mediators this morning. 


The government and UNITA teams began discussing 
military issues this afternoon. A source close to the talks 
has just said that the sides wiii continue their talks 
tomorrow morning, adding that much needs to be done 
to achieve the final objective. A source close to the 
mediators told Radio Nacional de Angola that the 
accord will be reached in Lusaka very soon, but that it 1s 
important to deal with all the issues so that the accord is 
not incomplete. Since it is expected that the negotiations 
will be concluded by 30 September, journalists from 
various countries have already started to arrive in the 
Zambian capital. 


UNITA Says All Issues Not Totally Resolved 


MB2809191194 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Amid high expectations that an agreement on 
Angola's peace is in sight, UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] says one or two !ssues 
still need to be resolved. UNITA spokesman Dr. Jorge 
Valentim told ZNBC [Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation] news in Lusaka today that his party 
believes that the government wants a bigger say in the 
Joint Military and Political Commission. 


Dr. Valentim said that military rule is important to 
LNITA because the Army is the stronghold of any 
country and UNITA does not want to lose its grip on 
defense. UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi is reported to 
have agreed in principle to a compromise with the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] government to end years of civil strife in the 
oil-rich country. 


Ministers Council Views Economic Priorities, 
Other Issues 

1{B2809111794 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 27 Sep 94 


{ Text] The Council of Ministers held a special session on 
27 September to assess the government's economic pro- 
gram as well as to learn about the latest developments at 
the Lusaka peace talks. 
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President of the Republic Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
chaired that special session of the Council of Ministers, 
which also was attended by Prime Minister Marcolino 
Moco. Five points made up the agenda of the meeting, 
including an assessment of the government's Social and 
Economic Program, reports on the political and military 
situation, and the latest developments concerning the 
peace process. 


Contrary to what has become the norm, this time the 
spokesman was not the Council of Ministers secretary 
but, rather, Severino de Morais, deputy minister for 
planning and economic coordination. 


[Begin recording] [Morais] The Council of Ministers 
analyzed the preliminary assessment of the implementa- 
tion of the government's economic program for 1994, 
the report on the implementation of the General State 
Budget for the first half of this year, and a preliminary 
document concerning the priority measures the govern- 
ment must take before the year ts over. 


{Unidentified reporter] And what findings did you arrive 
at concerning the continuation of the government's 
economic program? Which areas have received your 
priority? 


{Morais} Concerning the assessment, the Council of 
Ministers found that time has been much too short for 
any definitive conciusions to be drawn. As you know, the 
economic program per se began in April, so it has only 
been implemented for the last two and a half months. In 
view of that, some indicators are positive and others are 
less so, and the Council of Ministers found that some 
more time should be allowed to pass before we arrive at 
any definitive conclusions. The following are what we 
might call our three principal objectives before the year 
is over: first, to speed up the bridging of the gap in 
foreign exchange rates, though that of course will hinge 
to a great extent on the amount of foreign currency we 
are able to obtain before the end of the year. Be that as it 
may, it is our belief that we cannot continue having such 
marked differences in the official and parallel market 
foreign exchange rates. [end recording] 


It is true that the side effects of the economic measures 
taken by government must not be ignored much longer, 
so there is the need for a list of reference prices. The 
spokesman for the special Council of Ministers session 
said such a list could be made available within the next 
few weeks. 


[Begin r_ cording] [Morais] In principle, the government 
will puc .h a list of basic goods prices every week. Such 
basic goods should be important in terms of the family 
food basket and the IPC [expansion unknown]. Such 
price lists should allow people to become more knowl- 
edgeable and, principally, they should help the fight 
against excessive profits and speculative prices. Thus, we 
are aware—and so are you—that the price problem can 
have a major impact on speculation. There is the need 
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for us to begin a strong struggle against speculative 
prices, excessive profits, and commercial dishonesty. 


[Reporter] And when will the government start pub- 
lishing those basic goods price lists? 


[Morais] The National Prices Directorate 1s carrying out 
a Study into that matter at this stage, and we believe we 
will come up with some findings this week that we will 
publish as soon as possible. The third major priority is to 
promote a set of sectorial programs aimed at increasing 
production in the belts around the country’s principal 
urban centers. Those programs will focus on the produc- 
tion of the principal basic goods, especially in the agri- 
culture and livestock sectors. There also will be water, 
electricity, health, and education support programs. 


[Reporter] Was President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ 
recent tour of the industrial area at all related to that 
Strategy? 


{Morais} Exactly. We are already working with the 
Industry Ministry to select certain companies that can 
increase their production if they receive direct support. 
Our aim would be for those companies to increase supply 
to the consumer and, in the case of certain products, to 
possibly replace defense imports with our own goods. 
[end recording] 


The Council of Ministers also learned about the railroad 
accident in Huila Province and its consequences. A total 
of 147 people died as a result of that accident. The 
president of the Republic recommended that the govern- 
ment give special attention to that matter. 


Botswana 


Technical Assistance Agreement Signed With UK 
Government 


MB2709175594 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1610 GMT 27 Sep 94 


[Text] The Governments of Botswana and Britain today 
signed a memorandum of understanding covering 
British technical assistance to Botswana. 


The vice president and minister of finance and develop- 
ment planning. Mr. Festus Mogae, signed on behalf of 
the Botswana Government, while the British high com- 
missioner to Botswana, Mr. John Edward, signed on 
behalf of his government. A news release from the 
British high commission says the value of Britain's 
programs of assistance to Botswana is about 25 million 
pula a year. 


It says the new memorandum replaces the original one 
signed in 1969 and covers training and consultants 
where needed in Botswana. It says, in the 1992-93 
financial year, 161! training places were offered to 
Botswana under this program, and 100 experts were 
wholly or partly funded by the Overseas Development 
Administration. The release says, in addition, Britain 
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can channel some of its support for Botswana through 
multilateral organizations, such as the European Com- 
munity. 


Lesotho 


Prime Minister Addresses National Assembly 


MB2809144594 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 0849 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Address by Lesotho Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle to 
National Assembly in Maseru—live}] 


[Text] Mr. Speaker Sir, honorable members of the 
National Assembly, it 1s my singular honor today to 
make a statement to this honorable house on recent 
events in our country, events that not only threatened 
the peace and stability of this country, but indeed 
threatened the very existence of the House in the consti- 
tutional order as published on 2 April 1993, even on the 
fateful events of 17 August 1994 which culminated in the 
purported removal of government by unconstitutional 
means, and the subsequent events that led to the demise 
of the unconstitutional regime and unconstitutional res- 
toration of the legitimate government of Lesotho on 14 
September 1994. It shall go down in history as a water- 
shed in the development and quest for legitimacy and 
constitutional order in our land, and rejection of polit- 
ical gangsterism. 


I, as the prime minister and head of government. 
addressed the nation on the same day, Wednesday, 4 
September 1994. I on Friday 23 September 1994 deliv- 
ered a rather lengthy address—four main issues required 
clearance. It is with this in mind that I now address the 
other parliament to highlight some of the issues by way 
of report on the supreme law-making body of the land. 


Following the signing of the agreement there has been 
some confusion as regard the points of the agreement. It 
must be made clear to you, members of the house, and 
the Basotho Nation, that the restoration of the constitu- 
tion order and the government itself to power, remains 
unconditional and unnegotiable. The government agreed 
to sign the memorandum of understanding following 
protracted negotiations with the monarch, his majesty 
the king, Letsie Il}. As I indicatec in my address to the 
nation, the government azreed to certain guarantees to 
maintain peace and stability, rather than the pursuit of 
the process of confrontation and bloodshed. 


I wish to highlight the understanding of measures and 
procedures leading to the restoration of constitutional 
order in Lesotho. The nature of the agreement is a 
product of guarantees that were brokered through the 
special envoys representing their excellencies, the presi- 
dents of Botswana, South Africa, and Zimbabwe who 
have agreed to sign as guarantors. 


The eight-point agreement begins with assurances by the 
guarantors that they shall take all the necessary measures 
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to oversee the process of agreement's successful imple- 
mentation. The second point deals with the holding of 
the principles of the rule of law and the maintenance of 
good governance as provided for in the Constitution of 
Lesotho. My government has at all times believed in 
these basic tenets, and is committed to upholding them 
in the name of stable democracy and development of our 
country. 


The third point concerns the monarchy and the reinstal- 
lation of the former King Moshoeshoe II. We all know 
that this issue has been a subject of discussion in 
Parliament, and as prime minister I established a com- 
mission of inquiry under Legal Number 81 of 1994 
[sentence as heard]. Following the [words indistinct] it 
was agreed that the commission of inquiry on the former 
king should be cancelled. The process is ongoing for this 
to happen in accordance with the laws of the country. 
This will be done under Section 41 of the Public 
Inquiries Act 1994. 


While it was agreed that the installation of the former 
King Moshoeshoe shall be undertaken. it is apparent that 
certain modalities will have to be considered since the 
restoration of the former king is not purely a political 
matter capable of accomplishment within a short time. 
This exercise has legal and constitutional implications. It 
should be noted that the attorney general, as govern- 
ment’s legal adviser, submitted a legal opinion on 24 
August 1994, pointing out the legal complexity of the 
restoration of the former king within the existing legal 
framework. That opinion was not responded to during 
the relevant period. 


To show my government's good faith in finding a solu- 
tion to this matter, soon after the visit of three foreign 
minister on Friday, 16 September 1994, a delegation 
consisting of honorable ministers of foreign affairs, nat- 
ural resources, home affairs, the attorney general, and 
chief of protocol was sent to the three republics of 
Botswana, South Africa, and Zimbabwe to convey my 
gratitude and appreciation to the three presidents last 
week. On this mission the legal complexity of the resto- 
ration was discussed at length. On realizing this partic- 
ular hurdle, the attorney general held extensive 
discussions with his counterparts. As a result the three 
sister republics are this week sending their legal experts 
to work with the attorney general to find a viable legal 
solution in this matter. They will submit their report to 
the cabinet and Parliament for appropriate action. 


[Text] The fourth point concerns His Majesty King 
Letsie III's immunity against \?recriminatory) action, as 
provided for by Section 50 of the Constitution. This is 
clear, and will be honored, as the government respects 
the Constitution and the rule of law. A fifth point on the 
indemnity for [word indistinct] 1s the indemnity to 
certain persons against any action or legal proceedings, 
whether civil or criminal, in respect of events and 
incidents directly related to the issuing of the Lesotho 
Order Number One of 1994. This issue will obviously 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


FBIS-AFR-94-189 
29 September 1994 


raise certain concerns, but | have to make 1t clear that 
illegal acts that are a breech of the laws of the land cannot 
be subject to (?debate). 


The sixth point refers to motivation and fulfiliment of 
the provisions of the Constitution of Lesotho, and all 
laws pertaining to the appointment, employment, and 
discipline of the (?disciplined) forces. as defined in the 
Constitution. The government has always been desirous 
of upholding these laws. At the same time, it is expected 
of these forces to play a meaningful part in a democratic 
Lesotho. 


The seventh poini concerns a commitment to the abso- 
lute neutrality of the civil service. the independence of 
the disciplined forces, and the judiciary. It is our belief 
that all institutions have a role to play in a democratic 
society, and the government has previously stated and 
committed these noble ideas [word indistinci] being 
basic tenets of the rule of law 


This immediately means government respects the inde- 
pendence of judiciary, and it shall remain fully com- 
mitted in this regard. On the issue of the disciplined 
forces, it is important to point out that necessary steps to 
implement the agreement are being discussed. initially 
with the commanders, so that the envisaged modalities 
can be worked out with their cooperation. Here again, 
the technical support of the guarantors will be crucial, 
and has been assured. 


Another point refers to consultations with a broad range 
of political and nongovernmental organizations, reli- 
gious institutions, and interest groups, with a view to 
broadening the democratic process in Lesotho. It should 
be clear that government welcomes dialogue with the 
institutions, provided it is within the spirit and letter of 
the Constitution. 


The matter should not be mistaken to mean the existing 
structures in the Constitution will be replaced by any 
extraconstitutional institutions. Government welcomes 
any positive contributions by any institutions, interest 
groups, and individuals in promoting constitutional 
order and sustainable democracy. 


The recent follow-up visit by the ministers of foreign 
affairs, natural resources, and home affairs, and atiorney 
general to the Rep™blics of Botswana. South Africa, and 
Zimbabwe is our clear determination to maintain the 
momentum of efforts to resolve problems that have beset 
us for some time now. [sentence as heard] 


In this connection, I am pleased to inform the honorable 
House that steady and sure progress 1s being made. and 
the House will be informed accordingly. We have sought 
to involve, from the onset, the guarantors, to ensure 
continuity, honesty of purpose, availability of the neces- 
sary expertise, whenever possible. 


Events of 17 August 1994 and thereafter have resulted 
most unfortunately in the death and serious injuries of 
some of our people. Some of the injuries may result in 
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persaanent disabilities to the affected people. No doubt, 
Mr. Speaker, the honorable members, we are faced here 
with a legal and a moral dilemma. The question of 
medical expenses for the treatment of the injured and the 
means of livelihood for the permanently disabled per- 
sons hangs heavily on government, and cannot be wished 
away. Much as we are pleased, Mr. Speaker, that our will 
and resolve have been tested and have triumphed, this 
has not been an easy course. Lives have been lost, 
property damaged, business people [words indistinct] 
reversed, and valuable time for development has been 
(?inevitably) lost. 


In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I wish to take this opportu- 
nity to appeal to this august House and all Basotho to 
cooperate and assist my government in this important 
task of implementing the contents of the agreement. This 
is the least we can do for those of our people who have 
paid the ultimate price for the noble cause of defending 
democracy. [words indistinct] [applause] 


Mozambique 


Renamo’s Dhlakama Warns Situation ‘Extremely 
Serious’ 


MB2809190194 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo] 
leader Afonso Dhiakama has not left for Harare, Zim- 
be bwe, as was expected. He 1s still in Mocuba, Zambezia 
Province, where he gave a news conference, which ts our 
main news 1n this news bulletin. 


The Renamo leader said in the city of Mocuba, Zam- 
bezia Province, today that the situation in Mozambique 
is extremely serious and could mirror what happened in 
Angola. 


Afonso Dhlakama said the Mozambique Defense Armed 
Forces [FADM] do not currently exist. He stressed that 
the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] govern- 
ment has placed Renamio generals who have joined the 
new army in hotels, without any protection, as if they 
were foreign tourists. In contrast, Afonso Dhlakama 
said, the Frelimo generals who have joined the new army 
have not been demobilized and continue to live in their 
houses and retain their weapons. 


Dhliakama said that, because of the lack of protection 
and the isolation to which they have been subjected, the 
Renamo generals have asked him to let them to return to 
the bush—not to resume the war, but to live with their 
families. The Renamo leader added that the Renamo 
generals, as was the case in Angola, could be besieged 
and annihilated by orders from the Frelimo gove nment. 
Dhlakama repeated that the situation is extremely 
serious. 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] In every building in the city 
of Maputo. there are troops from the Popular Forces for 
the Liberation of Mozambique wielding bazookas, 
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machine guns, grenades, and so on. They are deployed in 
every ward of the city of Maputo—in underground 
hideouts, armored cars, and tanks—and are armed with 
missiles. 


We have been reporting this to the UN Civil Police 
Command [Civpol] and the UN Operation in Mozam- 
bique [Unomoz]. We have not seen any results. When 
Unomoz and Civpol try to remove these weapons, the 
Mozambican head of state accuses them of violating 
sovereignty and the law. I do not understand what law. 


We have been disarmed, and now we are politicians. The 
head of state has deceived us, by the way. Renamo has 
now been disarmed, while they continue to be armed. 
The situation is, therefore, extremely serious. Alihough 
people may think that this is part of the electoral 
campaign, I am concerned. I believe that l‘relimo has 
two objectives: It is carrying out its electoral campaign 
while, at the same time, maintaining its army. It has a 
plan to liquidate someone or cause agitation in the 
country. [end recording] 


Afonso Dhiakama hinted that the Frelimo government ts 
interested in his assassination and stressed that it has 
already tried to do so in Nampula Province. 


In an interview in the city of Mocuba, Zambezia Prov- 
ince, this afternoon, Dhlakama also referred to the issue 
of the government of national reconciliation. 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] It seems as if the govern- 
ment does not understand the meaning of national 
reconciliation. It seems as if the government confuses 
national reconciliation with an individual. In other 
words, when I speak of national reconciliation, the 
Mozambican Government thinks that Dhlakama 1s 
demanding a house. I do not need a house. It thinks that 
Dhlakama is demanding a good salary. I do not need 
Frelimo’s money. I am concerned with the situation of 
the country, with the situation of the Mozambican 
people. What will the Mozambican people's future be 
after the elections? That is my concern. [end recording] 


Dhliakama said that, as soon as he stopped over in the 
city of Beira, Sofala Province, he was informed that 
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe could not 
receive him today and that the meeting could take place 
in a week or two. 


Zimbabwe 


Value of Continuing With Reconciliation 
Questioned 

MB2909065594 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2345 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Harare Sept 28 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe, in a veiled warning to the country’s 
whites, on Wednesday [28 September] questioned 
whether it was worth continuing his policy of reconcili- 
ation between black and white Zimbabweans 
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He also said he saw no evidence of what is widely seen as 
an accelerating tide of anti-white sentiment as black 
politicians and businessmen demand to be given control 
of the economy. He told a ques .on-and-answer forum 
on human rights issues, broadcast live on radio, ‘“‘a small 
percentage” of Zimbabwean whites practised racism. 


“Go into some industries and hear what the (white) 
managers Say to the blacks,” he said. ““Go to some of the 
farms and hear what the farmers are saying to their 
workers. We are insulted every day.” He said the gov- 
ernment’s official policy of reconciliation, established to 
international acclaim at independence in 1980 after a 
bitter 10-year civil war against white minority rule, was 
to “give people time” to adjust to changed circum- 
stances. 


But, he went on, “14 years is close to a generation now 
and people should really have changed long ago. Really, 
if we continue the way we are doing with this apartness 
prevailing between us, one wonders if we are creating the 
seeds of conflict and if tomorrow we might end up with 
some people saying enough is enough and taking things 
into their own hands.” 


Mr. Mugabe had been asked about anti-white racism by 
Michael Auret, director of the Roman Catholic Commis- 
sion for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe, a widely 
respected body that continuously ran foul of the Rhode- 
sian government for its support of human rights issues 
and for siding with blacks during the civil war. 


Mr. Mugabe said he had thought Mr. Auret was a 
member of an opposition party, and when Mr. Auret 
denied it the president laughed: “‘Next time | will take 
you a little more seriously.” 


The ‘“‘meet the president” debate continued for five 
hours. It was the first time in years that Mr. Mugabe had 
publicly spoken his mind on such a wide range of 
controversial issues. Mr. Auret asked Mr. Mugabe to 
comment on what he said was the spread of a new 
phenomenon: the “disease” of racism among blacks 
being nurtured, particularly by one of the government- 
controlled newspapers. 


Independent commentators have expressed alarm about 
a series of editorials in recent months that repeatedly 


FBIS-AFR-94-189 
29 September 1994 


denounce whites for allegedly plotting the return of white 
rule, and fiercely anti-white letters as well as a smaller 
number of racist letters from whites. 


Observers say the apparent campaign complements 
moves for the “indigenisation”’ of the economy, a refer- 
ence to demands for official policy and laws for “‘positive 
discrimination” against whites and Asians to meet a 
demand by black lobby groups for control of 80 per cent 
of the economy. 


THE PEOPLE’S VOICE, the ruling ZANU [Zimbabwe 
African National Union] (PF [Patriotic Front]}) party’s 
weekly official organ, warned last week that opposition 
to indigenisation would lead to bloodshed. Whei Mr. 
Auret asked Mr. Mugabe if he would “‘re-engender the 
spirit of reconciliation”, he replied: “‘I don’t know of any 
examples where there is racism in reverse.” He said Mr. 
Auret should rather have referred to “persistent racism 
inherited from the past”’. 


Mr. Mugabe justified the government’s support for indi- 
genisation, saying whites had controlled the land and the 
economy. “Morality demands that justice be done to the 
people...And that minority rule give way to majority 
rule. We ha‘'e accepted the change in regard to political 
power, why mustn’t we accept the change with regard to 
economic power?” 


He said the government would defend the interests of the 
majority against minorities, even if it was illegal. Mr. 
Mugabe staunchly defended legislation introduced last 
year that overturned a high court ruling that the death 
penalty was unconstitutional. 


He became angry when a questioner asked him about 
compensation for victims of massacres by the Zimba- 
bwean army during an insurgency in Matabeleland in the 
early 1980s, demanding to know why the questioner was 
not interested in compensation for victims of the war 
against white Rhodesian rule. “Answer the question,” 
Mr. Mugabe demanded sharply. “We are suspicious. 
Don’t try to highlight a problem for political reasons.” 


On complaints of official interference with press 
freedom, Mr. Mugabe again said he knew of no 
instances, and to complaints that he was inaccessible to 
the press, he replied: “I don’t know of any time you have 
asked me for an interview.” 
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Cote d’lvoire 


Liberian Rebels Attack Village, Army Returns 
Fire 

AB2809230494 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 1900 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Liberian rebels this morning attacked Pehe- 
kanhouebli, an Ivorian border village located in the 
vicinity of Danane, which is reportedly invaded by 
thousands of refugees fleeing the fighting. Julien Yao, 
our correspondent in Bouake, has the details: 


{Begin recording] [Yao] Very early this morning, in the 
vicinity of Danane, on the Ivorian-Liberian border, 
armed Liberian rebels attacked Pehe-kanhouebli village 
with guns, killing two Ivorian civilians. The Ivorian 
Army, which is based near this village, reacted promptly 
to push back the enemies, killing one rebel and taking 
one prisoner. This information was communicated by 
General Robert Guei, chief of general staff of the 
National Armed Forces of Cote d'Ivoire, who arrived in 
Bouake a few days ago. Let us listen to Robert Guei’s 
explanations. 


{Guei] We have learned of an incident at Danane, an 
incident which is always expected in the life of a soldier. 
The essential thing is that our soldiers reacted with 
determination, killing one rebel and taking a prisoner. 
We are going to interrogate this prisoner in order to 
know exactly the reason for this shameful behavior on 
the part of soldiers that we have always considered as our 
brothers. Ivorians can however tell themselves that they 
have this guarantee, that their Army is at their disposal. 
The proof is that as soon as the rebels concerned misbe- 
haved, the Ivorian Army reacted immediately, by trying 
to push them back to the other side. In the effort, a rebel 
was killed and another taken prisoner. 


[Yao] Can you tell us where this morning’s tragedy at the 
Ivorian-Liberian border took place. 


[Guei] It occurred at Pehe-kanhouebli, and since our 
soldiers were stationed a few kilometers from (Pekan) 
checkpoint, they went to the scene. [end recording] 


Niger 


Prime Minister Issoufou Resigns 
AB2809134094 Paris AFP in French 1256 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Abidjan, 28 Sep (AFP)—A source close to the 
presidency in Niamey has reported that Prime Minister 
Mahamadou Issoufou handed over his resignation letter 
to President Mahamane Ousmane on 27 September at 
1200 local time. 


This resignation follows the decision made by his party 
to leave the coalition that is ruling the country, it was 
learned a few hours earlier. 


WEST AFRICA 11 


Mr. Issoufou was appointed head of the first government 
of the Third Republic on 23 April 1993, and his nomi- 
nation marked the reestablishment of democratic insti- 
tutions in the country. 


Former Transport, Tourism Minister Appointed 
Prime Minister 


AB2809154394 Paris AF’ in English 1453 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Niamey, 28 Sep (AFP)—Abdoulaye Souley, 
former trade, transport and tourism minister, was 
appointed Niger’s new prime minister on Wednesday 
[28 September] following the resignation of Mahamadou 
Issoufou, national radio said. Souley, 38, is a member of 
President Mahamane Ousmane’s Democratic and Social 
Convention party. 


Issoufou, who had led the government since 23 April 
1993, tendered his resignation hours after his Niger 
Party for Democracy and Socialism (PNDS) announced 
it was leaving the ruling coalition which it had been part 
of since democracy was restored in the West African 
country in April 1993. In a communique, the PNDS 
accused its coalition partners of having “betrayed”’ it, 
but did not elaborate. Ousmane, elected with the backing 
of a nine-party Alliance of Forces for Change (AFC), can 
now count on only 37 deputies in the 83-seat National 
Assembly. 


The events climaxed a year-long crisis over a worsening 
economic situation and the government’s failure to end 
the Tuareg rebellion. The Tuaregs, an ethnic group 
concentrated in northern Niger, have been fighting the 
central governments in Niger and Mali for several years. 
Tuaregs in Niger, who form about 10 percent of the 
population, want the right to run their own affairs in 
their part of the country. 


The PNDS had been expected to quit the coalition since 
Sunday, when it threatened to pull out and complained 
that some of the prime minister’s powers had been 
transferred to the president. The party criticised the 
government’s performance since April 1993, charging 
that it had achieved none of its goals. 


Cracks appeared in the Alliance last November, when 
another coalition partner, parliamentary speaker Mou- 
mouni Adamou Djermakoye’s Niger Alliance for 
Democracy and Progress, complained of being ‘“‘margin- 
alised” and threatened “‘to reconsider its position.” 


In its Wednesday statement, Issoufou’s party said its 13 
deputies would henceforth consider themselves mem- 
bers of the opposition. But the PNDS said it did not 
intend, for the moment, to ally itself with the 33 deputies 
from the main opposition group, the National Move- 
ment for the Development Society (MNDS). The 
MNDS, formerly the sole ruling party, was ousted in 
elections in February 1993. 
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Addressing a news conference, one of the PNDS leaders 
accused the party’s partners of having tried to destabilize 
it by “throwing banana skins at it” since the AFC's 
formation on the eve of February 1993 legislative elec- 
tions. “Instead of being loyal and supportive, our part- 
ners betrayed us,” Mohamed Bazoum said. He said the 
party decided to quit after a meeting of the Alliance, on 
Sunday, aimed at ending the politica! crisis “‘neither 
lived up to our expectations, nor improved ties among 
the parties.” 


Issoufou, 42, comes from the Tahoua region, in the 
Tuareg area, and has been one of those most determined 
to find a negotiated solution to the rebellion which broke 
out three years ago. A member of the Hausa tribe who 
qualified as a mining engineer in France, he ran for 
president in 1993, and campaigned on the idea of 
decentralising the government as a way to keep the 
country united while partly meeting the Tuaregs’ 
demands for autonomy. After he lost the first round of 
the election, he stepped down in favour of Ousmane, 
who then won and made Issoufou premier. 


President Addresses Nation 


AB2809224694 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 2024 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Address by Niger President Mahamane Ousmane in 
Niamey on 28 September—live or recorded] 


[Text] Fellow Niger citizens and dear countrymen, as 
you know, for several weeks now, our country has been 
expecting a change in the government team. Indeed, 
since the middle of August, on the occasion of the debate 
on the motion of no confidence against the govern- 
ment—a motion that was finally rejected—the National 
Assembly had hoped that a cabinet reshuffle would come 
about as soon as possible. Since then, negotiations and 
bargaining of all sorts have gone on with the leadership 
of our parties for this reshuffle. 


Fellow Niger citizens, in spite of all the disturbances and 
other attacks we have been subjected to in recent weeks, 
we have been able to remain calm in order to conduct 
state affairs calmly. 


Fellow Niger citizens, I would like to (?briefly) recall that 
as soon as it came to power through the presidential 
elections of 27 March 1993 the majority which emerged 
from the elections was able to measure 1n concrete terms 
the extent of the seriousness of the country’s economic 
and financial situation, and the scope of the efforts to be 
accomplished for the redress. It courageously set out 
tackle this task. In spite of the numerous waves of social 
disturbances that shook our young democracy, we were 
able to define the (essentials), allocate the resources, 
and establish adequate policies. As each one of you has 
realized, our efforts have begun to bear fruit, although 
the much awaited redress is still far away, because 
[words indistinct]. 
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Throughout these past 18 months, frictions of alarming 
proportions among the forces of change have rendered 
the exercise of power, amid of all sorts of threats, 
particularly delicate. These numerous frictions came toa 
head today with the Niger Party for Democracy and 
Socialism [PNDS]-Tareya’s decision to pull out from the 
alliance and with its secretary general’s decision to resign 
from his functions as prime minister. 


My responsibility as head of state does not allow me to 
apportion blame or praises. Only history will judge. 
However, I deem it my duty to thank all those who, with 
abnegation and patience, have put their skills and talents 
at the service of t'.e nation. 


Fellow Niger citizens and dear countrymen, [words 
indistinct] I would like to remind you that it was thanks 
to our common high sense of responsibility that we have 
steered away one of the most serious crises in the history 
of our country. In this regard, you will recall that our 
National Assembly (?recorded) during its ordinary ses- 
sion in April and May the boycott of its deliberations by 
the deputies of the opposition parliamentary group. 


Wisdom enabled us to initiate frank and courageous 
dialogue which, fortunately, led to the return of our 
brothers and sisters of the opposition in our midst at the 
National Assembly. We commend them for that and are 
pleased that the parliamentary opposition is helping us 
in these difficult times, and has contributed positively to 
the (?consolidation) of Republican institutions. This is a 
concrete testimony of their confidence in me, personally, 
and I wish to duly commend them on that. 


In the same vein, I wish to pay tribute to all leaders of the 
member parties of the Alliance of Forces of Change, who 
issued an important statement today in the media, 
assuring me of their unflinching support in these difficult 
moments. They have thus also concretely expressed their 
confidence in me. I must also commend workers for their 
patriotic action. By ending the indefinite strike which for 
a long time crippled our administration, they enabled us 
to get things back to normalcy. I, therefore, feel person- 
ally reassured by this show of support, which portends a 
more calm and serene political future and, consequently, 
a more conducive atmosphere for the resumption of 
work. 


Fellow Niger citizens and dear countrymen; as guarantor 
of national unity, and in my concern for both the 
safeguard of tranquility, social peace, and the stability of 
our institutions, I deem it necessary to entrust Mr. 
Souley Abdoulaye with the task of heading the govern- 
ment. As prime minister, he will have the responsibility 
of proposing to me, in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 47 of the Constitution, the names of other 
members of the government, in line with the criteria of 
competence, moral integrity, and loyalty outlined in my 
15 April address to the nation. I can reassure you here 
and now that he will make haste for the new cabinet to 
set to work as soon as possible. 
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My dear countrymen, in these difficult moments, I know 
that I can count on the contribution and sustained efforts 
of each and everyone so that the task of national 
recovery, which is a preoccupation of us all, will become 
concrete reality. Long live the Republic. Long live Niger. 
Thank you. 


Alliance Member Parties Appeal to PNDS To 
Review Stand 

AB2809221794 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1900 GMT 28 Sep 94 


{Statement issued by the Alliance of Forces of Change 
member parties '1 Niamey on 28 September—read by 
(Ekelou Dawel), leader of the Party for National Unity 
and Development-Salama] 


[Text] Leaders of the Alliance of Forces of Change [AFC] 
made up of the Alliance for Democracy and Social 
Progress-Zamalafia, the Democratic and Social Conven- 
tion-Rahama, the Niger Progressive Party-African Dem- 
ocratic Rally, the Republican Party for Liberties and 
Progress in Niger-Nakowa, the Niger Social Democratic 
Party-Alheri, the Party for National Unity and Develop- 
ment [PUND]-Salama, the Union for Democracy and 
Social Progress-Amana, the Union for Democracy and 
Progress-Amici at a meeting today 28 September, have 
taken due note of the withdrawal of the Niger Party for 
Democracy and Socialism [PNDS]-Tareya from the AFC 
alliance and from the government. 


The president of the Republic has informed the leaders 
of the political parties belonging to the alliance about the 
resignation of Mr. Mahamadou Issoufou, the head of the 
government, from his post of prime minister. The 
leaders of the above listed political parties belonging to 
the ATC reaffirm their attachment to the AFC, its 
principles, and ideals. 


Moreover, the president of the Republic informed the 
member parties of the alliance of the appointment of Mr. 
Souley Abdoulaye as prime minister to replace Mr. 
Mahamadou Issoufou who has resigned. The leaders of 
the AFC member parties have approved this decision. 


Leaders of the AFC member parties appeal to all activ- 
ists of their parties to remain calm, to close their ranks, 
to remain serene, and to continue the struggle to pro- 
mote real change in our country. 


The leaders of the AFC member parties reaffirm their 
firm support for the president of the Republic in the 
fulfillment of his arduous responsibilities as Niger’s head 
of state and guarantor of national unity and respect for 
the Constitution. 


The leaders of the AFC member parties appeal to the 
PNDS-Tareya to reconsider its stand and to plan to 
return to the big family of the alliance in the superior 
interest of the nation. 
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Nigeria 


Abacha Swears in Military Ruling Council, Fires 
Civilians 
AB2809163594 Paris AFP in English 1608 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Abuja, Sept 28 (AFP)—Nigerian military ruler 
General Sani Abacha on Wednesday swore in a new and 
exclusively military ruling council with a pledge to move 
toward civilian rule and democracy. 


“IT must emphasize that the commitment of this admin- 
istration to full democratic rule is unequivocal,” he told 
the council, which he enlarged to 25 from 11 members 
on Tuesday—all of them military. “It will be your task,” 
he added, to manage “the delicate transition ‘.om mili- 
tary to civilian rule.” 


But observers questioned Abacha’s motives in sacking 
all civilians in his cabinet and replacing them with 
people drawn solely from military ranks. 


Diplomats said the composition of the new ruling 
council showed Abacha, a former defence minister who 
has ruled Nigeria since seizing power in a coup last 
November, had decided to ditch the last facade of 
civilian rule in his military government. 


After seizing power last November, Abacha brought four 
civilians into the ruling council—Baba Gana Kingibe, 
Alex Ibru, Olu Onagoruwa, and Alhaji Ismail Gwarzo— 
as respectively foreign minister, interior minister, justice 
minister and national councillor for security affairs. 


The inclusion of pro-democracy civilians in his council 
was seen by the West at the time as a sign of some 
commitment to return Nigeria to eventual civilian rule. 


More on Swearing-In 


AB2809212394 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] Seventeen military officers were today sworn in as 
members of the reconstituted 25-member Provisional 
Ruling Council, PRC. The new attorney general and 
minister of justice also took his oath of office. The head 
of state, General Sani Abacha, who administered the 
oaths, urged the officers to give Nigeria their unalloyed 
loyalty. State House correspondent, Chris Ngu, has the 
report. 


[Begin recording] [Ngu] Gen. Sani Abacha reminded 
members of the reconstituted PRC that they were 
coming into the highest policy-making body in the 
country at a very critical period in the life of the nation. 
He said it would be their task to bear the burden of 
managing the delicate transition from military to civil 
rule. Gen. Abacha exhorted members of the new all- 
military PRC to draw from the military’s long tradition 
of service to their fatherland. 
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{Abacha] No one has been picked for his appointment as 
representative of any particular section of our country. 
You ave therefore to shun the garb of religion, ethnicity, 
creed, or any regional bias. 


{[Ngu] In an obvious reference to recent events in the 
country, the head of state said his administration con- 
demns the resort to violence as a way of finding solutions 
to the country’s problems. He said his government would 
not submit to the blackmail of individuals or groups 
whose activities were likely to derail the nation’s march 
to what he referred to as true and genuine democracy. He 
expressed appreciation for recent public and group dem- 
onstrations in support and solidarity with his adminis- 
tration. On the economy, Gen. Abacha said a renewed 
battle to salvage the national economy was in progress. 


[Abacha] Our plans will be placed before the new Provi- 
sional Ruling Council for their consideration and imme- 
diate action. It is my hope that sooner than later, our 
plans for the transformation of our transportation 
system, the provision of food, health care, shelter, and 
educational facilities as well as the provision of adequate 
welfare packages to our citizens would result in a turn- 
around of our economy for the better. 


{ Ngu] He reaffirmed the commitment of his administra- 
tion to full democratic rule and urged members of the 
ongoing constitutional conference to ensure that their 
discussions have depth and that their resolutions should 
serve national rather than personal interests. The head of 
state thanked members of the 11-member former PRC, 
sworn in last November, adding that posterity would 
continue to recall their service to Nigeria. [end 
recording] 


Babangida, Former Bank Governor Indicted 


AB2809123094 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] A panel of enquiry has indicted Nigeria’s former 
military leader, General Ibrahim Babangida and a 
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former governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria [CBN], 
Alhaji Abdulkadir Ahmed, for financial mismanage- 
ment. The panel, which looked into the activities of the 
Central Bank, said in its report, submitted on Tuesday 
[27 September], that about $2.2 billion out of a total of 
$2.4 billion earned during the Gulf war from oil sales 
was spent on insignificant projects. The panel observed 
that, had such an amount been deposited at the nation’s 
external reserve, the current state of the local currency, 
the naira, would have risen. It found out that the Central 
Bank had consistently broken the law, which only 
allowed it to advance not more than 12 and .5 percent of 
the budgeted revenue each year for public debt servicing. 


The panel, headed by Dr. Pius Okibu, therefore recom- 
mended that on no account should the governor of the 
Central Bank be made or allowed to break the law. It also 
recommended that the CBN should be given autonomy 
to operate in the interest of the nation. To achieve this, 
the panel suggested that the Central Bank governor 
should be insulated from control by the head of state. 


Explosion Reported at Radio Kaduna, NTA 
Premises 


AB2809190594 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 28 Sep 94 


[Text] A device suspected to be a bomb today exploded 
at the premises of Radio Nigeria, Kaduna, and the 
Nigerian Television Authority, NTA. The device, which 
exploded at about 1300 this afternoon near one of the 
operation areas of the corporation, broke glasses in a 
nearby building but no one was hurt. 


Contacted on the incident, the executive director of 
Radio Kaduna, Nigeria, (Alhaji Yilu Ahmed Keifu) said 
the act was aimed at sabotaging the corporation. He said 
a report would made to the commissioner of police and 
the director of state security service on the issue to 
advise on measures to be taken. 
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